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I have to start this issue of the Chronicle with an apology.  Just like the last one, it is late arriving.  
So far I haven't managed to get my scheduling right but I hope to do better next time.

This issue marks the fifth anniversary of “The Campus Club Chronicle”.  The first issue in Spring 
2012 introduced itself with the words “Welcome to the first edition of our quarterly Newsletter,  
produced by your Committee to keep all members up to date with News and Events”. 

Back in 2012 the headline news was that membership numbers were falling and then stood at 93.  
This trend continued for the next two quarterly issues and it wasn't till the fourth issue that there 
was a switch to increasing numbers.  Since then we have increased to a figure which seems to float 
just above and below 100 as we lose old members who are replaced by new ones.

There were also the same problems then as we have experienced lately, in that the committee were 
appealing for people to come forward to join the them in running the club.  Thankfully the current 
situation is better and it is a pleasure to be able to report that two volunteers have come forward to 
fill this year's remaining vacancies on the committee.  We welcome Les Page who has stepped up to
assist with organising the trips, and Arthur Harris who has volunteered to take on the job of Speaker
Secretary.

Back to 2012 and we had been to the Spalding Bulb Festival and were looking forward to a trip to 
Bressingham Gardens and Steam Railway Museum.  A trip to the Henry Moore Foundation was 
also planned but this never took place due to lack of support. An interesting possibility was a day 
trip to Calais, but this never got beyond the conceptual stage, probably because of the travelling 
distance to channel ports.  And a theatre trip was also mooted but never took place  This brings us 
back to the present when our planned theatre trip to see Kinky Boots in the west end did not take 
place because of lack of support.

However, our recent trip to London entitled “Under the Bearskins, with the Imperial War Museum” 
was a great success despite traffic congestion in London which resulted in a complete 
reorganisation of our timetable.  A more complete account of the day can be read on the web-site.  
Forthcoming trips include  Bedford and Kathy Brown's Garden (there's still time to book) and a 
proposal for  a visit to the Law Courts and Masonic Hall in October.

Several members have left us due either to increasing age, or in some cases, death.  Not all of our 
older members want to sever their ties with the club though and it was refreshing to receive this 
correspondence from Noel Smith.

I have decided not to attend the lunches but wish to keep some contact with the 
Club, please send me this year's lecture / talk card. I am well at (94 yrs but pieces 
keep falling off or not performing! Eg. eyes - A.R.M.D.; Bladder - as usual!)  On 
positive side - I have bought a 'SHOP RIDER' - such Joy!

Please give my regards to the Members, I have some precious memories of the last
34 years.

In Friendship

Noel Smith
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